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A NOTE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

M T. ARARAT H IGH  SCH O O L

Dear Parents/Guardians & Students, 

The 2018-2019 school year came to a close on June 21st. Grades are posted so, for parents/guardians, if you have access to Infinite 
Campus you can review your child?s report cards online; if you do not have access to Infinite Campus your child?s report card is 
mailed home with this newsletter. If you have questions regarding your son or daughter?s report card, you can email your child?s 
teacher but please understand that teachers are not scheduled to be in the building through the summer so the response will be 
slower during the summer months. If you need timely assistance, please contact the main office. 

Congratulations to our graduates! For the first time, graduation was hosted at the Watson Ice Arena on the Bowdoin College 
campus. I really appreciate Bowdoin opening the doors to us. I want to thank Kelly Wasson for all the planning which made for a 
wonderful community event. I also want to thank Allen Graffam for orchestrating graduation for our seniors. Great venue and a 
great group of graduates. Best wishes to the Class of 2019! 

As you all look ahead to a new school year, please recall that underclassmen had an opportunity to preview their schedules for 
next year. As we complete hiring processes and balance class sizes, schedules may change a bit. The courses should remain 
constant but the teacher and specific period in the schedule may shift in preparation for the new school year. If you have 
questions or concerns about schedules, you can contact the counseling office. Counselors Krista Chase and Christy McAllaster will 
have scheduled hours during the summer months. Deb Ludwig decided to retire, so while we work through the hiring process, 
Krista and Christy will be supporting parents and students previously served by Ms. Ludwig with counseling needs.

Mt. Ararat High School will be offering a summer school program for one week in August designed to provide an opportunity for 
credit recovery. A letter will be mailed home to parents/guardians of individual students who have been identified by teachers as 
potential candidates for the summer program. The summer program will focus primarily on English, Social Studies, Math and 
Science. If your child failed a course because they did not complete specific assignments/units of study for a course, he/she may 
be a candidate for this program. Again, information will be sent to individuals who have been recommended by teachers for this 
the summer program which will take place the week of August 19th, Monday ? Friday, from 8:00am ? 12:00pm. 

Teachers and staff closed out the school year on Friday, June 21st with a celebration of teachers retiring and others who have 
chosen to move on. I wish each the very best and appreciate their many years of service to children in our district. Congratulations 
to the following retirees: 

- Jeanne Billings ? Health Teacher
- Christopher Nulle ? Social Studies Teacher
- Deborah Ludwig ? School Counselor 

And best wishes to the following people who will move on to new ventures:

- John Dever ? Social Studies Teacher 
- Eric Bosarge ? English Teacher 
- Wendy Ambrose ? Science Teacher 
- Annie Chang ? School Nurse 
- Catherine Skolfield ? Ed. Tech III 
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Our district is beginning a process of reviewing our grading and reporting system. The goals of the review process are as follows: 

1. Implement a report card that makes it clear and easy for students and parents/guardians to understand what a student has 
learned. 

2. Implement a system of grading and reporting in M.S.A.D. No. 75, Pre-K to Graduation, that maximizes learning for all students. 

The high school has created a work group to gather feedback and engage in the process of developing a comprehensive grading 
and reporting system to be implemented for the 2020-2021 school year. If you could take a few minutes to provide feedback 
regarding the high school grading and reporting system using the link below, that would be appreciated. If you are interested in 
participating as a member of a parent/student advisory group, please email me (brunetted@link75.org). The link to the Grading 
and Reporting Feedback Form is as follows: 

ht t ps:/ / form s.gle/2WaaNpHBBDhj8qzC9 

During the summer months, there will be a significant presence of construction vehicles on our campus and traffic will be two way 
at the back of the school while site work is underway around the front of the current high school. The Temporary Main Entrance 
will be near the chorus room at the back of the building. If you need to come to the high school this summer, please plan for extra 
time and look for signage to support you as you move about campus. It is imperative that we all drive very carefully when we are 
on the high school campus this summer. 

For those of you who will be returning to MTA in September, a newsletter will be sent home around the second week in August 
with information about the start up for a new school year. Enjoy your summer.  

Respectfully, 

Donna F. Brunette, Principal

During April vacation this year, a group of 14 students in the senior class and two chaperones left Maine and traveled to Costa Rica. 
Students, along with Ms.Bree Candland and Ms.Dorothy Bradford immersed themselves in Costa Rican culture, and spent every day 
exploring, and learning what makes this Central American country so special. Students got to use the Spanish they have been 
learning in a real and meaningful way.

While in the volcanic region of Arenal, the group trekked through the 
national Park, hiked to La Fortuna waterfall,  kayaked in Lake Arenal, spent 
time at local hot springs, visited a coffee plantation, and an organic farm. 
The group next visited the Sarapiqui region one of the most diverse in Costa 
Rica, home to an amazing number of indigenous flora and fauna. The group 
visited La Selva Biological Research Station and saw many birds and animals 
including toucans, scarlet macaws, monkeys, and sloths. The group also 
traveled to the Central Pacific Coast and enjoyed a zip line adventure, a 
crocodile boat cruise, and an aerial tram ride above the canopy. They also 
got to spend a beach day swimming in the Pacific. 

The highlight was getting to experience all of this together! 

WHAT'S HAPPENING

https://forms.gle/2WaaNpHBBDhj8qzC9
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